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Only since late last year has the economy become the most important
problem facing the country, and only more recently have gas prices also
eclipsed the War in Iraq.
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What do you think is the most important problem facing this country today?
(Gallup Poll, conducted 6/9-12/08)
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Three quarters of Americans think the national economy is in bad
shape.

How do you rate the condition of the national economy these days - would you say it is excellent, very good, good, 
bad, very bad, or terrible? (Conducted by the American Research Group, 7/16-19/08, n=1,100 adults)
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This is actually slightly better than earlier in the year, but personal financial
hardships have sustained the perception of a failing economy.

How do you rate the condition of the national economy these days - would you say it is excellent, very good, good, 
bad, very bad, or terrible? (Conducted by the American Research Group, 7/16-19/08, n=1,100 adults)
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The most important financial problem facing Americans, by a
double-digit lead, is the high cost of gas prices.

What is the most important financial problem facing your family today?
(Conducted by Gallup poll, 7/10-13/08, n=1,016 adults)
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Rising gas prices also constitute the largest economic worry of Americans.
When people think of the economy, the price they pay at the pump is the
primary influencing factor of opinion.

As you think about your own financial situation, which of the following economic issues worries you the most right 
now? (Conducted by Quinnipiac University, , 5/8-12/08, n=1,745 registered voters)
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Over three-quarters of Americans say that rising gas prices have
caused financial hardships for them.

Have recent price increases in gasoline caused any financial hardship for you or others in your household, or 
not? (Conducted by ABC News/Washington Post, 6/12-15/08, n=1,125 adults)

Have 77%

Have Not 23%
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This number is at the highest point it has been since measurement
began in the Washington Post survey.

Have recent price increases in gasoline caused any financial hardship for you or others in your household, or 
not? (Conducted by ABC News/Washington Post, 6/12-15/08, n=1,125 adults)
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Because of the particularly personal effects of rising fuel prices, voters are
anxious to develop new sources of energy, trumping protection of the
environment in public opinion.

Right now, which ONE of the following do you think should be a more important priority for this country: 
protecting the environment, or developing new sources of energy? 
(Conducted by Pew Research, 6/18-29/08, n=1,001 adults)

Protect 

Environment 34%

Develop New 

Sources 60%
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This leads Americans to support off-shore drilling by a 2-to-1
margin.

How do you feel about increased drilling for oil and natural gas offshore in U.S. waters? Do you strongly favor, 
mildly favor, mildly oppose or strongly oppose increased offshore drilling?
(Conducted by CNN/Opinion Research, 7/27-29/08, n=527 adults)

Favor 69%

Oppose 30%
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While support for a gas tax holiday is a bit more tempered, voters clearly
desire some immediate response from the federal government.

Do you favor or oppose a proposal that would suspend the federal tax on gasoline during the coming summer 
months? (Conducted by Gallup poll, 5/8-11/08, n=1,017 adults)

Favor 54%

Oppose 42%
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In fact, voters are supportive of a wide variety of proposed options to
address energy concerns; however, increasing our domestic supply through
increased drilling is the most favored solution.

Thinking now about the energy situation, please tell me if you favor or oppose the following ways to reduce the 
country's dependence on foreign oil and make the United States more energy independent: 
(Conducted by Fox News/Opinion Dynamics, 6/17-18/08, n=900 registered voters)
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Even drilling in ANWR, previously a political loser, has newfound
support in the face of rising gas prices.

Would you favor or oppose allowing oil and gas drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in Alaska?
(Conducted by Pew Research Center, 6/18-19/08, n=2,004 adults)
Do you think the federal government should or should not allow oil drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in 
Alaska? (Conducted by ABC News/Washington Post, 6/2-5/05, n=1,002 adults)
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Executive Summary

Å The American public is more deeply concerned about the economy than they were about the war at its 

height opinion wise.

− The high cost of gas and related increases in food and consumables have had a direct impact on 

daily life.

− That direct impact creates an far-reaching emotional intensity that surpasses opinions about the war 

in Iraq, and focuses voters on the most visible aspects of what is hurting their pocketbooks: gas 

prices.

Å There are a number of elements that have contributed to a cooling domestic economic condition; however, 

the cost of gasoline is something that is highly visible.

− This has caused a fixation by American voters who want both immediate and long-term solutions 

from the Presidential candidates, and value both equally. 

Å Hence, ideas such as the gas tax holiday and support for off-shore drilling finds support from a majority of 

the population, as does more long-term solutions. 

− Voters want to see those in government being responsive to the problems that hit them hardest on a 

daily basis.

Å The American public has indicated that they think John McCain is better equipped to deal with the War in 

Iraq; however the war itself has been an albatross around the neck of Republicans at every elected level.

− Barack Obama and John McCain were preparing for a similar battle in 2008, but the wholesale 

change in focus from the war to the economy and energy has leveled the playing field. 

− With McCain and Republicans offering pro-active solutions that the country supports, the GOP has 

found an effective message to communicate to the American people.
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